Bamboo Care Instructions      from  Bamboo Sourcery
Please read and follow these directions carefully…
to help your bamboos make the easiest and quickest transition to their new home.  If you have further questions, please consult our online catalog at www.bamboosourcery.com, or contact us by phone or e-mail.  We have a small and busy staff, but will do all that we can to answer your call or return your message as soon as we can.  
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  Watering for containers:  Please water your plants as soon as you bring them home, 

and always keep your bamboo well watered and provide them with good drainage.  While your plants are in containers, make sure the water is running out of the bottom of the pot each time you water. *
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  Watering for ground plantings:  a deep soaking less frequently is best, rather than a shallow watering every day.  Soak them down to at least 8-12 inches, then wait until the topsoil is just slightly damp - not wet, and not bone dry - before watering again.  After the first few months, you can usually depend on a spray emitter irrigation system, using 2 to 4 high volume emitters per plant.  (We do not recommend "drip" emitters, as they do not emit a large enough volume of water at one time to cover an area widely and deeply).

You will need to keep a close eye on your bamboo for a while to determine how much and how often to water in your particular microclimate, soil type and season. Occasionally, check moisture in the ground by digging down to a depth of at least 4 inches.  If the soil is dry at 4 inches, water is not getting to the roots adequately.  This is especially important during the first 2-3 months after transplanting. Also, as a rule of thumb, if the leaves are folding or curling sideways (lengthwise) this means your bamboo is stressed and not getting enough water.  If the leaves are drooping downward and looking pale, your bamboo might be getting too much water and/or not enough drainage. 

In full sun, dry, windy or hot spells it is ideal to mist the foliage once or twice a day for an initial transition period of 2-4 weeks; in dry, hot climates it is useful to mist daily all summer.  Regular overhead misting will reduce the amount of leaf drop during the transition, help your bamboo get established quickly, and increase its growth rate and ultimate height in dry climates.
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  Transplanting:  make sure the plants will have good drainage, amending clay soils as needed.  Never cut or break apart roots, as this could cause some canes to die. The top of the root ball should be planted flush with soil level, never deeper.  Also make sure to pack the soil very firmly around the roots when transplanting.   If you are installing Rhizome Barrier to contain your running type bamboo, please follow the installation instructions on the opposite side of this sheet.  
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  Fertilizer instructions appear on the opposite side of this sheet.  We recommend that you do not fertilize immediately after purchase.  Your bamboo has already been given enough nutrition for 4-6 months, and fertilizing again now could be stressful or even burn your plants.  
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  Growing bamboo indoors:  Bamboo is more difficult to grow indoors.  So if you are planning to keep plants indoors, please consult the section on “Bamboo Indoors” in our online Catalog for special instructions, or request a copy by mail.  Please note:  we do not provide replacements for bamboos grown indoors.  
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  Troubleshooting:  If your plant yellows or loses leaves, don’t panic. This can be a normal reaction to travel and relocation stress.  Bamboo sometimes reacts to a change in climate or sun exposure by dropping leaves and re-growing leaves adapted to the new environment.  If this occurs, double-check to make sure you are following the above guidelines, especially regarding watering, and then relax - your plant will leaf out again with new site-adjusted foliage within a month or two.  Detailed information regarding planting and care are available in our informative Catalog (also available online at www.bamboosourcery.com).  However, if whole canes are dying or a troubled plant does not show signs of recovery in a reasonable amount of time, or if you have other questions, please call us for troubleshooting advice while your plant is still alive!  Please also see our Terms & Conditions on the reverse side of this sheet.

~~~~~~~

*  (NOTE:  Occasionally, the root ball of a container plant may harden if allowed to dry out too much, and then it may stop absorbing water.  Water may appear to be running normally out the bottom, but is just running down the insides of the pot and out the bottom without getting absorbed.  If your plant looks stressed with closing, folding leaves and continues to look stressed 8 hours after watering, and the root ball feels hard, put the whole pot into a saucer of 3” deep water for ½ hour so it can soak up the water from the bottom.  Once the root ball has been moistened throughout again you can water normally.  Please note:  Bamboo Sourcery will not be responsible for plants that dry out while in your possession).

Bamboo Sourcery


Rhizome Barrier Installation Instructions

Please read and follow these directions carefully.  Although installing root barrier correctly takes a bit of work, you will be rewarded by many years of well-behaved bamboo.  

Begin by digging a narrow, exactly vertical, trench around the perimeter of the area in which you wish to keep the bamboo contained.  If using 24" polyethylene rhizome barrier, the trench will need to be 22” deep; for 30” barrier, the trench should be 28” deep, etc.  There should always be 2” of the barrier remaining above ground, so that if rhizomes come up to the surface near the barrier you can easily see them and cut them before they hop over the barrier.  (Bamboo rhizomes sometimes come to the surface and then dive back down again.   We recommend that you check around the barrier 2-3 times per year, clear any leaf-litter build-up along the edge of your barrier so the rhizomes don't have soil to help them grow over the top, and cut off any rhizomes that have come up out of the ground near the barrier).  

Insert the barrier into the trench, making sure it remains vertical (no angling in or out).  Be sure to overlap the barrier at least 4 feet where the two ends meet (or at any seam), and place two strips of our special double-sided tape vertically within the overlapped area. This will create a seal and prevent the rhizomes from escaping through the seam.  If you do not use the tape, overlap 5-6 feet and be sure there is no soil in between the overlapped layers.  Replace the soil in the original order (subsoil, then topsoil) and pack it tightly along the barrier.

We have found that this high-density polyethylene barrier works better than cement, which frequently cracks and has a rough surface on which the rhizomes can get a purchase and break through.  Sheet metal requires several seams and also rusts, leaving the way open for bamboo "escapees.”  

In most situations, The 24” or 30” polyethylene barriers are more than adequate to contain most bamboos.  But when planting on very steep slopes or planting very large giant timber varieties in soft, sandy soil, it may be necessary to use a 36” barrier.  Check with our staff for specific recommendations based on species and conditions.


      Plants in the Ground:
            Fertilizers for Bamboo                Plants in Containers:
Tips:

Mar – Sep:

16-6-8 

Turf Supreme Fertilizer

High in nitrogen to keep leaves green.   Use one cup per 64 sq. feet (8 oz per 8’x 8’area), applied once every month.
Oct – Feb:

6-20-20

Apex Fertilizer

For greater growth of roots and shoots.  Use one cup per 64 sq. ft. (8 oz per 8’x 8’ area), applied every 6 weeks.
It is not necessary to use these brands. Any fertilizer with roughly matching numbers is OK

After plants in the ground reach desired height & density, maintain with 16-6-8 twice a year in March & June. 

Composted horse manure

is also a highly recommended, organic, high-nitrogen fertilizer for bamboo planted in the ground.  In place of 16-6-8, it can be applied twice a year, in early spring and late fall.

Year ‘Round,

Indoors or Outdoors

14-14-14

Osmocote Fertilizer

Four-month slow-release.
Apply the following amounts

 once every four months:

1-gallon container – 1 Tbsp

5-gallon container – 2 Tbsp

15-gallon container – 4 Tbsp

25-gallon container – 1/2 Cup

3’ x 3’ container – 1 Cup

Bamboo Sourcery ~ 666 Wagnon Road, Sebastopol, CA  95472 ~ Phone:  (707) 823-5866 ~ Fax:  (707) 829-8106

For more information on the care of bamboo, check out our Website:  www.bamboosourcery.com
Terms & Conditions:  We are aware that creating a landscape is a rather large undertaking, and it is always our aim to guide and assist you through our website, by phone, and in person as generously as possible with all the information you need to select and grow healthy, happy and well-behaved bamboo.  All plants are healthy and green with a good root ball at the time of sale or shipping.  Care and longevity of plants subsequent to purchase are the responsibility of the purchaser.  We do not provide replacements for bamboos grown indoors, nor for plants that suffer from underwatering, overwatering, lack of drainage, or other factors beyond our control.  We do not sell any plants that we know to be going into "gregarious flowering" stage; however, we do not guarantee that plants will not flower in the future, since in most cases it is impossible to know when this infrequent event will happen.  If any error has been made, please notify us promptly so we can make an adjustment and rectify the matter.  All claims for any reason must be made immediately upon the receipt of goods.  Charges for Bamboo Sourcery shipping and delivery services are not refundable under any circumstances.








~ May you and your bamboo flourish! ~









